
BOARD OF SELECTMEN HYBRID MEETING 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

Richmond Town Hall – 1529 State Rd., Richmond, MA 01254 

 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Alan Hanson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle 

Fillio, Town Administrator; Andrew Fisher, Board of Health; Peter Cohen, Board of Health; Tom 

Grizey, Sewer Administrator; Elizabeth Goodman, Town Counsel; Ron Veillette, Chair, Con. 

Com.;  Austen Harpin, EverSource Rep; Dick Stover; Holly Stover; Peter Miller; Christian Hanson, 

Balderdash Cellars; Clarence Fanto, The Berkshire Eagle;  

Neal opened the meeting at 6:00 PM with  

Approval of the Minutes of August 25, 2021 and September 9, 2021: Amendments made by 

Neal having been incorporated into the minutes before the Board and there being no further 

question or comment, Neal moved to approve the minutes of August 25, 2021 and September 

9, 2021 as amended. The motion was seconded by Al and passed by unanimous approval. 

Updates from the Town Administrator:  Danielle reported that high speed internet has been 

installed at the garage in order to update and improve the phone system there.  

 The books have been closed for FY20 

The FY21 audit has begun and Free Cash has been certified at $726,100.00 from which 

$50,000.00 must be deducted as per the Special Town Meeting.  

All documentation has been sent to the Bond Counsel from the Special Town Meeting so that 

we can start the authorization process for the borrowing needed for the new building. 

Chapter 85 review has been finalized for the Dublin Rd. bridge project. EverSource will be doing 

a pole relocation and site work this week. The hope is to start site work on the construction end 

by the second week of October. The bridge will be delivered by the end of November, which 

should enable a wrap-up by the end of December. 

The Highway Department NOI’s and RDA’s were approved by the Conservation Commission. 

We will need to go back to them at their next meeting for further approvals for Dublin Rd. An 

NOI for the Building Committee has been submitted to the Con. Com with our file number from 

MASS DOT. 

West Road Pole Hearing: EverSource representative, Austen Harpin, appeared before the 

Board to request approval for the installation of two joint-owned poles to provide power to 725 

West Rd., a new construction. The necessary notices were distributed to abutters. Danielle 

noted some concerns from abutters concerning potential impact on their properties. Work is 



only being done in the right-of-way and just trimming will be done – no trees will be taken 

down. 

Neal said, hearing no objection, the Board will rely on EverSource not to do anything more than 

what has been approved and moved to approve the application. He was seconded by Roger and 

the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Cultural Council Appointments: The Cultural Council has requested that two open seats be 

filled by Amity Winter and Bridget Moore. As neither applicant was present, the Board was 

asked to make the appointments based on the letters of interest from them and the 

recommendation from Emily, Chair of the Council, for a one-year term each. Neal made the 

motion, which was seconded by Alan and adopted by unanimous vote. 

Camp Russell – Event Permit for “Spook Path”: In the absence of a representative from Camp 

Russell to describe the event, Neal suggested holding this issue open. 

Thank You for Years of Service Letters: Neal noted that two of Richmond’s residents will be 

receiving thank you letters from the Board for their years of service to the Town: 

Peter Cohen recently retired from years of service as the Chair of the Council on Aging 

Committee and Thomas Grizey, for his service to the community as a Town Constable. 

Balderdash Farmer Distillery Pouring Permit Application Continuation: Neal moved to open 

the continued hearing. He was seconded by Roger and the motion was passed by unanimous 

roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.   

Beth Goodman, Town Counsel, reported that in a conversation with the attorney for 

Balderdash, she was advised that the application would be withdrawn, amended to remove the 

word “manufacturing,” and resubmitted. A discussion ensued concerning that possibility that 

included considerable information about statutory requirements by the State concerning 

distilleries, manufacturing spirits as opposed to purchasing them elsewhere, storage of spirits, 

and other considerations. Chris Hanson, owner of Balderdash, stated clearly that there would 

be no manufacturing of spirits anywhere at the Balderdash location, that the application before 

the Board was simply for the right to store and pour spirits for limited purposes at 81 State Rd. 

and that it would not be withdrawn. 

Neal said that, given the complexity of the issue, he would recommend continuing the hearing  

to Wednesday October 13, 2021 at 6:00 PM, which is the date of the next Board of Selectmen 

meeting. Roger so moved and the motion was seconded by Alan. The motion passed by 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.   

Balderdash Alteration of Premise Application Continuation: Roger then moved to open the  

Public Hearing on the Balderdash Alteration of Premise Application that was continued from 

the prior Board of Selectmen meeting. Alan seconded and the motion was approved by 

unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.   



Neal then noted that the Alteration of Premise application cannot be dealt with until the 

Pouring Permit application has been approved and therefore moved to continue the Alteration 

of Premise application to the next meeting of the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday October 

13, 2021 at 6:00 PM. Alan seconded and the motion passed by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, 

aye; Manzolini, aye; Hanson, aye.   

Revisit to Camp Russell Permit Application: At this point, Dan Joslyn of Camp Russell joined the 

meeting and was able to describe the event for which they were requesting an event permit. 

The event will take place from Friday, October 29th through Saturday, October 30th from 6:00 – 

9:00 PM. It is an outdoor event designed by the High School Keystone Leadership group. 

Participants will walk along a designated path and volunteers will provide scary encounters 

along the route. The entire route will take place on Camp Russell property, there will be no 

open flames and the music will not be loud. Lighting will be provided by walk-lights on the path 

and all parking will take place on camp property with security people and other volunteers 

overseeing the parking. 

Neal moved to grant the permit as amended. He was seconded by Roger and the motion was 

adopted by unanimous vote. 

Open Meeting Law Complaint Response: Danielle had drafted a letter in response to the 

alleged Open Meeting Law Violation complaint. (see attached).  

The Complaint letter was read into the Minutes (please see attached). A response was drafted 

that indicated that abutters had been advised of the Open Public Hearing on the issue. (see 

attached). Neal moved to authorize Danielle, as the Town Administrator to send the response 

as read. Roger seconded the motion, which was adopted by unanimous vote. 

Employee Vaccination Policy: The Board discussed the possibility of adopting a Vaccination 

Policy for town employees, which included the complexity of defining the term “employee” for 

a municipality. Mr. Andy Fisher, Chair of the Board of Health, recommended that the Board of 

Selectmen make the determination to mandate universal vaccination for town employees in 

the face of the increasing incidence of new COVID-19 and variants cases. He felt that such a 

mandate, which is being done increasingly in other towns and organizations, is an important 

step toward ending the pandemic. 

A discussion followed on the exact definition of “employee” for Richmond and on the intent to 

clarify exactly what the town wanted to accomplish. Andy was asked to determine what other, 

similar towns are doing, and he will contact Laura Kittross, Public Health Mgr. for the Berkshire 

County Boards of Health for that information. Neal recommended that the decision to adopt a 

mandate on vaccination be deferred to the next meeting, at which time further information 

from the Board of Health, the Town Administrator and the Town Counsel will be available. The 

item will be placed on the agenda for the October 13, 2021 meeting. 

Discussion of the pros and cons of adopting a mandate for vaccination continued.  



Chapter 90 State Aid Reimbursement for Grader Lease: Danielle advised the Board that 

approval of the reimbursement of $44,292.89 for the purchase of the grader was needed in 

order to receive the funds from the State. Neal moved to approve, Roger seconded, and the 

motion carried by unanimous vote. 

Public Comment: Dick Stover spoke to his concerns about Balderdash Cellars being in violation 

of Richmond’s Zoning Laws from the beginning. He outlined the reasons for this belief and 

cautioned the Board about setting a dangerous precedent for the Town. 

Holly Stover announced that the Annual Pancake Breakfast Fund-Raiser will take place on 

November 20, 2021 as a “grab-and-go” event overseen by Tammy Jarvis of the Richmond 

School. She requested a letter from Danielle that would allow her to solicit donations from local 

businesses to support the event by providing free groceries. 

Peter Miller added his support to Dick Stover’s concerns. 

Neal responded that he sees Richmond as enjoying a reputation as an excellent place to live 

and does not  perceive Balderdash as posing a threat to that reputation. 

Ron Veillette reported that the Con. Com. has approved a permit for EverSource to do work on 

Osceola Notch Road for an underground powerline. They will be digging in a Scenic Mountain 

area and have agreed to do an RDA to get an exemption. Neal advised Ron that the people 

living in that area should be alerted to that work. Ron noted that the abutters have already 

been notified, but Neal would like to see a more thorough job of advertising any such work 

scheduled. 

Sewer Matters: Tom had no issues at this time. 

Selectmen’s Matters:  Al noted that, as usual, Richmond will hold their Halloween events on 

the same day as Pittsfield. The event will take place at the Richmond School parking lot. 

There being no further business before the Board, Roger moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 

PM. He was seconded by Neal and the motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Neal Pilson, Chair 

 


